Introduction
Buschke and Loewenstein'3 and Frei4 were the first to describe several cases of giant condylomata acuminata in detail. Giant condylomata acuminata are clinically malignant but histologically benign and usually occur on the penis, vulva, and in the anorectal areas. This warty lesion is distinguishable from simple condylomata acuminata by the fact that it penetrates and compresses the deeper tissues. We report a case of Buschke-Loewenstein tumour of the penis, which indicates the difficulties associated with selected methods of treatment.
Case report A 30 year old married man presented at the genitourinary clinic in Ayrshire on 21 May 1980 with a penile warty growth of six years' duration. He had been having pressure discomfort locally and had noticed blood in the urine for several months. He denied extramarital sexual contact and had not had treatment for any genitourinary condition previously.
On examination he had a large, foul-smelling, ulcerated, warty growth resembling an extensive malignant growth and affecting the distal end of the penis with gross distortion of the urethral meatus, prepuce, and shaft of the penis (fig 1) Eng has drawn attention to the subtle histological differences between condyloma acuminatum and giant condyloma acuminatum. "I Although histologically benign, the clinical presentation of this particular case was of an invasive, fungating, malodorous, "heaped up," warty lesion. The condition developed untreated over a period of six years. After his first attendance the patient attended the clinic regularly; he had a stable personality but other patients have been known to default. The importance of attending the same doctor cannot be overemphasised.
The association between hypercalcaemia and this condition, which has been reported in one case, ' The infective component of giant condylomata acuminata indicates that not only should the patient himself have yearly urological follow up examinations but his wife should also be assessed regularly, preferably routinely during cytological screening.
